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it is a problem of no little difficulty for both the " perruquier " 
and the antiquary. But, on the other hand, if it is to be approached 
at all, we do not see that its solution will be ■successfully attained by a 
refuge to or an introduction of such similies as are taken from Aztec 
paintings. The two nations differ essentially in their mode of delinea- 
tion, and still more in that of moulding, carving, and sculpturing. 
Therefore, in our conception, the true similes for the interpretation of 
the Zapotecan head-dresses ought to be sought by Dr. Seler in the 
cognati tablets, katanes or steles of Palenque and Copan. — V. 



(general Notes. 



GEOGRAPHY AND TRAVELS. 

The Sierra Madre Expedition. — News has been received from 
the scientific expedition which Dr. Carl Lumholtz is now conducting 
in the wilds of the Sierra Madre and Northern Mexico. 

The expedition started from Bisbee, Arizona, in the early part of 
September, and, entering Mexico, traveled southward through the 
State of Sonora, with the intention of crossing the Sierra in the direc- 
tion of Yanos and Casas Grandes. Before entering the mountain 
region, however, the explorers separated for a time, and whilst Dr. 
Lumholtz, with the main body, pursued his intended route, a detach- 
ment under Dr. Libbey, of Princeton, made an excursion in a more 
westerly direction, covering some 300 miles of territory. From 
Granados the ascent began, and continued steadily until, on December 
2d, the western slopes of the Sierra Madre were reached at Nacory, 
when a northeasterly direction was taken. 

Three mountain ranges had to be scaled, the highest some 9,000 feet 
in height, and the magnificence of the scenery made a strong impres- 
sion upon the minds of the travelers, who took hundreds of photo- 
graphs. The weather was very cold. There was snow on the mountain 
tops, and men and beasts suffered severely in many ways. One man, 
a guide, whose health was already impaired, succumbed under the 
strain, and his death was a serious loss to the explorers, as he knew of 
ruined pueblos to which he had pledged himself to lead them. Several 
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beasts also perished. After a month of severe exertion the party 
reached the eastern slope of the Sierra, near Pacheco, and there took 
a well-earned rest. 

The journey had proved a most interesting one from a scientific 
standpoint. Many specimens of birds and plants were collected, as 
well as some important fossils. 

Cave and cliff dwellings were also met with, some of these in perfect 
condition and showing signs of having been inhabited by men who 
had reached a comparatively high stage of culture. In one stairs were 
found. In the largest of these caves remains of a whole village were 
discovered, and in front of it stood a huge " olla " (i.e., Mexican 
water jar), made of clay mixed with straw and very solid, the pottery 
being eight inches thick. This olla was twelve feet in height and 
twelve feet in diameter, and when first caught sight of presented the 
appearance of a huge balloon. In one of the cliff dwellings were 
found some human remains — a complete skeleton, which had under- 
gone some process of mummification. 

The plateau on which the party was encamped when last heard from 
is near Pacheco, a few days' march from Casas Grandes. The neigh- 
boring country is dotted over with many large mounds, some of which 
it was the intention of Dr. Lumholtz to open. Altogether, the expe- 
dition promises well, and there is no doubt that Dr. Lumholtz will 
bring back much valuable information and make many important 
additions to our knowledge of the archaeology and the natural history 
of Northern Mexico, past and present. 



